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For Friends’ Review. 


A BRAND PLUCKED FROM THE 
BURNING. 


A few days since, a friend, who had him 
self been rescued by grace from a life of 
ungodliness, and bas for years been laboring 
for the spir itual welfare of pe ople of his for- 
mer condition in lifesecalled upon us with 
a companion, whom, after some preliminary 
remarks, he begged to relate his deliverance 
from a.life of sin. 

J. R. B., a married man, of about thirty- 
two years of age, had trom youth consorted 
with wicked companions, and had fallen 
Step by step into habits of drinking, gaming 


PHILADELPHIA, TWELFTH MONTH 22, 1877. No. 19. 


| 

|and rude, violent wickedness, so as to be a 
| terror to some of the poor people who lived 
near him. Yet he was the son of praying 
parents, who he believes have gone on be- 
fore to heaven; and, moreover, he has a wife 
who has not ceased to pray for him. He 
| was employed last winter as a hand upon 
ithe City Ice Boat. On the 15th of First 
| month, ‘1877, the boat had gone down the 
river to tow a collier to open water, and 
|was returning. With his mates, J. R. B. 
| was playing cards, when they were called to 
| wash the deck, which they proceeded to do, 
|intending to hurry through the task and re- 
{turn to their game. The work was finished, 
| and he was about to go below, when the 
|engineer told him that the hose they were 
‘using was leaking, and wet the deck floor 
which they had just clean'd. Although 
|usually very watchful about machinery, he 


;| leaned over an opening to call to his com- 


rades to uncouple the hose, when he was 
caught by the descent of a crank. A bolt 
passed through his neckcloth and instantly 
dragged him through a small opening in the 


|wood work. A_ second time the crank 


caught him, and threw him upon the donkey 
engine, which as an unusual circumstance 
was not running. He was left at the bottom 
of the machinery so wounded and bleeding 
that his horrified companions thought he was 
dead ; but on pulling him out, found that he 
was alive 

On reaching the wharf, he was taken to 
his home—one preceding those who brought 
him, to tell his wife of the coming of her 
husband, and prepare her to receive him 
dead. 

Through all he did not lose his conscious- 
ness; and with the care of his good wife 
and by medical treatment, he slowly recover- 
ed Yet, he said, “I was so dead to spiritual 
things that I never once thought to thunk 
God for sparing my life.” But his wife told 
him of God’s kindness in sparing him, and 
that she thought He had done so for some 
| good end. 


een 
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Some one asked brother Crouch, a Minis-| educated, gave thanks for his rescue, and 
ter, to call and talk with him. But J. R. B.| besought the Lord to keep him and us, to 
only told him that after having been so fear-| use him to His own glory and permit others 
fully wicked a man be could not think of in-| to be brought out of darkness to the glorious 
sulting God by asking Him now to forgive | liberty of the children of God. The hallowed 
him. Nevertheless, he thought he would|influence of that hour lingers yet upon our 
try to live a better life than he had done, | spirits. 
and on getting well enough to go out, went All Christian hearts must rejoice at the 
to meeting with his friends, and greatly sur-| wonderful rescue of such perishing souls as 
prised them during the meeting by asking | this was. But how blessed is it when with 
them to pray for him. no crimes to blot the record of the past, 

He continued to attend meetings, and for when trained in virtuous ways, the young 
three nights went to the mourners’ bench, | give their hearts to the Lord, and become 
yet he felt no assurance of peace. He said, | as truly His as did J. R. B 
‘“‘T wanted an assurance in myself that God| Within the past year it has been our 
received me. I could not take the word of) privilege to hear several young men and 
any one for it.” youths thus confess to the testimony of the 

He was now toreturn to his work, andhis Spirit bearing witness with their spirits 
wife said to him one evening, “J. you are | that they were forgiven and accepted ; while 
afraid to go back to your mates and admit) their lives were changed more in their in- 
that you wish to be a better man.” He re-| ward nature than in those outward acts 
plied “ that be did not wish to be ashamed | which their fellows could discern. Yet an 
to own it, but felt in his heart that he was| open confession of Christ for each and all is 
not fit to stand before his companions.” necessary to steadily following Him; and 

He went out into the street, and as he|some lose in not doing just what J. R. B. 
reached a corner near his residence, he had|did, ‘‘ Believe with the heart and confess 
an inward assurance that he was forgiven | Christ with the mouth.” 
and accepted for Christ’s sake. He said 
aloud, ‘‘Glory to God! What a glorious 
thing it is that J should be a child of God.”’ For Friends’ Review. 

The next day he returned to his work, OREB AND ZEEB. ®% 
and as he rode in the street-car, could scarce — 
refrain from praising God aloud for His| These two chieftains of the Midianite host 
mercy. ‘ Indeed,” said he, “I almost think! which invaded Israel, and were defeated and 
I ought to have done it, as a testimony for| driven back by Gideon, are mentioned in 
Him.’’ But he knew he must soon meet his | Jud. vii. 25; Ps. Ixxxiii. 11, and Is. x. 26; 
comrades, and prayed earnestly all along for| their names being transferred —as they are 
strength to stand against temptation and|in the English version in common use—they 
confess Christ before them. appear in their Hebrew form, Oreb and Zeeb. 

They welcomed him back with rough but} Had they been translated they would have 
hearty kindness, and he could not allow), been otherwise, as Oreb signifies a raven, 
them to congratulate him on his recovery |and Zeeb a wolf. In all ancient nations we 
without at once telling them his experience, | find generals and princes taking their names 
which he did in the most open manner.|from both birds and beasts; the Romans 
They seemed to respect him for his frank | had their Graculus, a jackdaw; Corvus, 
avowal, and the change was so great they crow; Aquila, an eagle. And we have our 
could not call it in question. Crows, Bulls, Lions, Kidds, and among 

He kept at his work, read his Bible, gave | them men and women whose natures or dis- 
his comrades tracts, and, whenever he could, | positions are very unlike the four-footed 
attended meetings. He sought with fervor | beasts that bear the same name; and then 
the sustaining grace of God to enable him) we have the Indians Sitting Bull, Crazy 
to stand, and has received it. A little after, Horse, &c. English readers, especially such 
his return to the boat he heard the engineer|as are acquainted with the usages of the 
tell the men not to swear when B. was about, | North American Indian, find no difficulty in 
although himself and all the rest were very | considering all those names as simply sur- 
profane. Two of his comrades, since reading | names given to men jin ancient times, proba- 
** Buy your own Cherries,” have abandoned | bly indicating a disposition of the person 
drink, and he has embraced all right oppor-| having it. We would no more suppose that 


eo 


tunities to lead others to Christ. ithe husband of Priscilla was really a0 
We bowed together in thanksgiving and | eagle, than the prophet Jeremiah ‘an iron 
praise, and in prayer for God’s keeping pow | pillar,” or ‘a brazen wall” (Jer. i. 18), oF 
er. J. R. B., in words of deep feeling, and | Judah a “lion’s whelp” (Gen. xlix. 9). 
with an utterance surprising in one so little} Carrying this interpretation with us when 
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we read of Oreb and Zeeb, we have no diffi- 
culty regarding them as men: e.g. ‘all the 
kings of Arabia” (1 Kings x. 15). Here 
the translation of the Hebrew 
Oreb ; “neither shall the Arabian pitch tent 
there” (Is. xiii. 20); and here, also in Jer. 
iii. 2, Arabian is the translation of Orebi. 

Our attention is now called to | Kings 
xvii. 4-6: ‘LT have commanded the ravens 
to feed thee ;” on this, the Speaker’s Com 
mentary says: ‘ There some doubt 
whether the word translated “ravens” has 
really that meaning in this passage. If we 
omit the points, which are generally allowed 
to have no authority, the Hebrew letters 
may signify ‘“* Arabians ;” and, if we retain 
the present pointing, the word may be trans- 
lated either ‘‘merchants” (Ezek. xxvii 
9,27), or * Orbites.” — 

That Christian scholar, Dr. Adam Clark, 
in very “plain language” in his commen 
tary, gives the ground-work of bis decision 
on this passage, too long for insertion here ; 
a brief outline only is attempted. He says: 
“It is contended that, if we consider the 
Hebrew orebein (the plural of oreb) to sig- 
nify ravens, we shall ffnd any interpretation 


Arabia is 


1s 


on this ground to be clogged with difficul-| 


ties, ; 

“The original word orebein has been con- 
sidered by some as meaning merchants, per- 
sons occasionally trading through that coun- 
try, whom God directed, by inspiration, to 
supply the prophet with food. [{ M’oreb is 
translated thy merchandize. Ezek. xxvii. 
9, 27, 33, 34.] ‘*To get a constant supply 
from such hands in an extraordinary way, 
wus miracle enough ; it showed the superin- 
tendence of God, and that the hearts of all 
men are in his hands.” H. M. 

MONKTON, Vt 
<—_ 

!'ne Famine Fund for India raised by 
voluntary contributions ih England, has 
reached the sum of £594,287, or about 
$2,970,000. ‘The average receipts since the 
appeal was made have been about $50,000 
daily. The English people have indeed 
shown great Christian liberality in giving 
to the relief of their fellow subjects of In- 
dia, and propose not to stop there, but are 
asking for a Parliamentary Commission to 
examine into the 


vention of the famines, which have been 
of such frequent occurrence. 
cial ieee AM 
THe Cuurca AND TEMPERANCE ReE-| 


PORM.—The Congregational Union of Eng- 
1 . 7 
land, at its Assembly held Eleventh mo. 10, 


1876, following the excellent example of the | 


Convocation of Canterbury, whose report is 
one of the most valuable of temperance 


documents, adopted a resolution “ deploring 





vause, and modes of pre-| 


S’ REVIEW. 
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| the continued prevalence of intemperance in 
Great Britain as an enormous evil in itself, 
and as a grave hindrance to all efforts for 
the moral elevation and Christian enlighten- 
ment of the people, and acknowl dgiog the 
obligation to use all legit mate means for its 
suppression ’’ They appointed a committee 
to consider in what way the Union and the 
Churches it represented, can most effectually 
aid in promoting a true temperance reforma- 
tion, and to report. This committee sent 
questions on the subject, to all Congrega- 
tiona! ministers of England, and from their re- 
plies made a report, which is a valuable con- 
tribution to the literature of temperance re- 
form. In this they urge each chureb to 
devote one church or congregational meet- 
ing to the consideration of temperance 
form, ‘‘and to take action thereon.” 

This is one more of the many hopeful signs of 
the times, since the churches must clear 
themselves of the deadly evil of drink, if 
the community at large is ever to be rescued. 
from it It is indeed high time tbat in this 
matter judgment should begin at the house 
of God. 


re. 


| 
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THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS. 


Continuation through these, of the Non-Sacra- 
mentarian and Higher Lite kecord from the 
Earlier Ages to the Present time : 

By the Eaitor of the Christian Reformer. 


Concluded from page 278 





THE HIGHEST TYPE OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 
WITH THE NON-SACRAMENTARIANS. 
CUTEMPORARY DEMORALIZATION 

OF SOCIETY. 


But let it be remembered that their oppo- 
sition to a ritual law and to the baptism 
with water was induced by the apostasy 
and corruption of those churches most 
marked by a ritual trust, while it is the 
universal admission that the highest mani- 
festation of the Christian life is ouly attained 
by the baptism of the Holy Ghost. The aim 
to attain and exhibit the fruits of such a life 
has been manifest from their rise, and was 
a special need of the church during the first 
bundred years of their testimony, since dur- 
ing this period they were the only witnesses 
|for full salvation from sin and the higher 
life of holiness, in all the Christian world. 
Luther and the Lutherans had rejected the 
doctrine; Calvin and the Calvinists had dune 
the same; the Papists and the English 
Church were sunk in corruption; the Metho- 
dists had not yet risen; the independents, 
Presbyterians, and Baptists. who had a little 


| 


| earlier origin, had rejected the doctrine that 
| the gospel offered freedom from sin in this 
ilife; hence it is true with respect to the 
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Friends as in all former ages, that a com- 
plete history of the advocates of the higher 
Christian life, and of full salvation through 
Christ, must embrace in every age those, 
and oft only those, who rejected the baptism 
of water. Touching this matter, hear Wil- 
liam and Thomas Evans again (Int’n, p. 17): 


FRIENDS SPECIAL WITNESSES FOR THE HIGHER 
CHRISTIAN LIFE. 


«It is not correct to say that the Friends spake little 
on the great doctrines of justification and remission of 
sins through Jesus Ckrist, our propitiation; for they 
frequently and earnestly insisted onthem. But finding 
that these were generally admitted by all Christian pro 
fessors, while many either entirely denied or under- 
valued the work of the Holy Spirit in the heart, they 
were engaged to call the attention of the people to this 
as the life of true religion; without which the Scrip 
tures could not make them wise unto salvation, and 
Christ would have died for them in vain. While thus 
enforcing this important doctrine of Holy Scripture, 
they were careful to recognize the whole scope of the 
gospel in all its fulness. They declared against that 
construction of the doctrine of Christ’s satisfaction 
which taught men to believe they could be justified 
from sins while they continued in them impenitent; 
asserting that the very design of Christ’s coming in the 
flesh was to save His people from their sins, and to de- 
stroy the works of the devil. Yet they fully and grate- 
fully acknowledged the mercy of God in giving His 
dear Son a ransom and atonement for mankind, that 
the penitent sinner might be justified freely by His 
grace. 


«They ever held the Sacred Scriptures as paramount | 


authority as a guide to faith and duty, and constantly 
appealed to them ; thence they drew all moral precepts 
and instruction in the way of life through Christ, but 
ever insisted that only by the power of the Holy Ghost 
those truths were sent home to the heart and affections, 
regenerating and making all new in the image of 
Christ. Convinced that this great work was in danger 
of being overlooked amid a round of ceremonial obser- 





REVIEW. 


———. 


into Christ have put on Christ ;’ and to the Colossians: 
‘Ye are buried with Him by baptism, wherein also ye 
are risen with Him through the faith of the operation of 
God, who hath raised Him from the dead.’ Sensible that 
these blessed effects were not the result of dipping or 
sprinkling the body with water, and apprehensive that 
many professors of religion were trusting in the outward 
ceremony, while neglecting the necessary work of ‘re. 
pentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ,’ they pressed upon their hearers the necessity 
ot experiencing that one saving baptism. . . Convinced 
that the gospel is not a dispensation of shadows but 
the very substance of heavenly things themselves, they 
believe that the true communion of saints consists in 
the divine intercourse which is maintained between our 
merciful Saviour and the souls of His faithful disciples, 
agreeably to his own gracious words: ‘Behold I stand 
at the door and knock; if any man hear my voice and 
open the door, I will come into him and sup with him, 
and he with me.” 

‘‘As there is a strong tendency in the human mind 
to substitute the form of religion for the power, and to 
satisfy conscience by a cold compliance with exterior 
performances while the heart remains unchanged, and 
inasmuch as the baptism of the Holy Ghost and the 
communion of the body and blood of Christ, of which 
water baptism and the bread and wine are admitted to 
be only signs, are not dependent on these outward 
ceremonies nor necessarily connected with them, 
and are declared in Holy Scripture to be effectual to 
the salvation of the soul, which the signs are not, 
Friends have always believed it their place and duty to 
hold forth to the world a clear and decided testimony 
to the living substance—the spiritual work of Christ in 
the soul, and a blessed communion with Him.” 


The fervor of their piety and the earnest- 
| ness of their consecration to Christ—exhibit- 
ing, of course, the frailties common to falli- 
ible men—has never been excelled, we are 
confident, by any equal number of the house- 
hold of faith in any age of the church. 

In truth we may fitly subjoin to this 
testimony as to the true character of the 





vances, they zealously preached the doctrine of the 
new birth, calling their hearers to Jesus Christ, the 
true light, that they might experience Him to shine in 
their hearts. But the offices of the Holy Ghost or 
Comforter, as a guide into all truth, as the unction 
from the Lioly One which teaches all things, and is 
truth and is no lie, was the great theme.of their con- 
templation and ministry ; and it stands forth conspicu- 
ously in their writings.” 


The writer adds: 


«When we turn to the sacred volume and read there | 


the numerous testimonies borne to the great importance 
of this doctrine in the gospel plan, we cannot wonder 
to find it prominently set forth by a people professing 
eminently the spirituality of religion. In carrying out 


these views of the spiritual nature of tne gospel, and of 7 F 
the great work in the soul, described as the ‘washing of | H. M. Stanley, the American explorer 0 


regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy Ghost,’ 
the primitive Friends were led to the adoption of their 


peculiar sentiments respecting water-baptism and the | He st 
use of bread and wine. They found it stated in the : 


sacred volume that, as there ‘is one Lord and one faith,’ 


worship which God accepts, the following 
\added words of the writer we have just 
| cited : 

| «Happily for the society it has nothing to fear from 
investigation, conducted in the spirit of candor and 
fairness, concerning the soundness of its faith or its 
works of faith and love. A long list of worthies have 
illustrated the power of that gospel they preached, 
both in life and‘ death.” 


For Friends’ Review. 
| STANLEY ON THE AFRICAN INTERIOR 
SLAVE TRADE. 





| Africa, ina letter to the London Daily Tele 
graph,writes of the slave trade as he saw't. 
ates that until he had travelled far 1 
his journey from the east towards the west 


so there is but ‘one baptism,’ and that the baptism | he saw the traffic in slaves only on a smail 
which now saves is not putting away the filth of the| or retail scale. Two or three or half a dozel 


flesh but the answer of a good conscience towards God, 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Corresponding 
with this is the saying of the apostle to the Romans: 
‘Know ye not that so many of us as were baptized into 


|+laves were passed from one owner to another 
|to cancel a debt, or to fill up the require: 
{ments of a family for domestic service. 


Jesus Christ were baptized into His death ?’ and also | But at Ujiji he found an established slave 


the Galatians: ‘As many of you as have been baptized 


market with several pens, maintained by 
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degraded half-castes. The wretched people 
sold here, arrive “in a terrible condition, re- 
duced by hunger to ebony skeletons, and 
scarcely one is able to stand upright.” 

These slaves were generally captured in 
districts of a populous country called Mar 
ungu. 

From time to time hunts for slaves are | 
organized by banditti, supported either di 
rectly or indirectly by Arab means. These} 
bandits are of a tribe called Wanyamwezi, 
who are armed with guns and raid from| 
time to time uponthe Marungu people where | 
every small village is indepeadent, and can | 
not easily withstand such attacks. ‘The males | 
who resist are killed and their bodies cut to} 
pieces. The youths, women and children 
are driven to the depots for sale, and so| 
nearly starved that they pres nt the condition | 
described. above. 

From his note book, H. M. Stanley gives 
the following as an illustration of slave| 
catching : 





“Oct. 17th.—Arabs organized to-day from | 
three districts of Kassessa, Mwana Mam 
ba and Nyangwe, to avenge the murder and| 
eating of Mohammed bin Soud and ten men, 
by a tribe near Mana Mpunda, ha!f-way 
between Kassessa and Nyangwe. After six 
days’ slaughter, the Arabs returned with) 
300 slaves and 1,500 goats, besides spears, 
back-cloths, stools, &e. ; 

“‘Are these wars of yours frequent?’ 
IT asked my friend Abad bin Salim. 

“* Frequent ! sometimes six times and| 
ten times a month,’ he replied.” | 

Stanley holds that the people of Zanzibar | 
are more responsible for the continuance of 
the slave trade than any other. their 


Prince desires to prevent it, but bas not the 
power, 





The Turkish Government is accountabl- 
for the trade so far as the holding of slaves | 
and their private sale makes a market for| 
them throughout its dominions. | 


2 —— 


Toe New TestaMENT AND SwEarino.—| 
A letter in the Monthly Record, from Theo. | 
philus Waldmeier to the Committee of| 
Friends Syrian Mission, states, that “On 
the 19th of Eighth month the Greek repre- 
sentative of Ramallah culled on me in the| 
night. I noticed before the meeting that he 
did swear much in his conversation with 
the natives, who called on me to attend the 
meetings, so I read to them the 5th of Mat- 
thew, and exhorted them on the same, and 
dwelt much on the 33, 34, 35, 36 and 37th| 
verses. ‘The Greek representative asked me, | 
‘Is this New Testament like ours?’ I an-| 
swered, ‘ Yes, my friend, they are oue.’ The 
representative said: ‘If they are one, I see 





that Iam not a true Christian. I wonder 
how our priests do not read the same, and 
exhort us in the same way. I promise you 
from this time not to swear like I did before, 
and will try to attend your nightly meetings, 
because I can hear many good words from 
the Holy Bible which I never heard be- 
fore,’ ” 


BITS FROM JOSEPH COOK 


“Our sense of whut ought to be, invaria- 
bly requires us to choose what conscience 
commands. 

“To choose is to love. 

‘Since, therefore, there is a personal God 
in conscience (7%. e. which speaks in or 


'through conscience), to follow the still, 


small voice, is not only to believe that God 
is a Spirit, and that He teaches us, but to be 


| glad that He is, and does so.” 


‘We choose darkness rather than light 
only when we love it more. We choose 
light rather than darkness only when we 
love the latter the less. The innermost love 
of the soul is indicated by its elective, agreea- 
ble preference.” 

“To follow conscience is to suppress no 
light; that is, to follow the whole, and not 


| a part of our light.” 


‘* Every man does know infallibly whether 
he means to do the best he knows how or 
not, in any deliberate choice.” 

“There is an ancient Book that speaks of 
the mischief of the suppression of light. 
There is a Volume which says that, ‘this is 
the condemnation, that light 1s come into 
the world, and men love darkness rather than 
light.’ And this is said in connection with 
the most subtle doctrines concerning * the 
Light that lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world.’ I find, therefore, that this 
general view of conscience, as something 
which always pronounces it right to follow 
all the radiance we have, and wrong to sup- 
press light, coincides marvellously with the 
profoundest thought of Christianity, that 
whoever tutors ‘the Light that ligkteth 
every man that cometh into the world,’ is 


| acting against light, which ‘in the beginning 


was with God and was God.’”’ 

‘Conscience invariably decides that to 
suporess light is wrong ; and that to follow 
all the light we have or can obtain, and to do 
so without the slightest tutoring of the 
radiance, is right” 

‘* Beware how you put the finger of special 
pleading on the quivering needle of con- 
science, and bid it to zo north, south, east 
or west. Beware of failing to balance it on 
a bair’s point.” 
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ASTRONOMICAL PROGRESS, VII. | 

James Bradley announced his discovery | 
of the aberration of light, in 1727. Heno 
ticed that some of the stars appear to des 
cribe small annual ellipses, which he suc 
cessfully explained by attributing the ap- 
pearance to the combination of the radial 
motion of light with the earth’s annual mo- 
tion. Slight differences remaining unac 
counted for, he studied them carefully for 
eighteen years, and thus discovered the ro 
tation of the earth’s axis on account of the 
moon's attraction on the protuberance of the 
equator By these two discoveries astrono- 
mers were enabled, for the first time, to give 
necessary accuracy to their tables of the mo- 
tions of heavenly bodies. In 1741, on the 
death of Dr. Halley, he was appointed As- 
tronomer Royal, and spent the remainder of 
his life at Greenwich, where he left thirteen 
folio volumes of his manuscript observa- 
tions, which were subsequently published, 
and which have been of immense service to 
subsequent astronomers. 

In 1735, the French Government 
pointed three astronomers to measure an are 
of one degree of latitude in Peru, and in 
the following year another commission of 
the same number, to measure a similar are 
under the Arctie circle, in Lapland. By a 
comparison of the two measurements, it be- 
came evident that the earth was compressed 
at the poles, its form being that of an oblate 
spheroid, or orange-shaped, instead of spher- 
ical as bad been previously supposed At 
the same time the observatories in England, 
Sweden, Holland, Germany and Russia 
were active, in accumulating records which 
were serviceable in giving greater precision 
to astronomical knowledge. The labors of 
Lambert, De Lis!e, Euler, Olbers, Lalande, 
Maskelyne, Bessei, Zach, Encke and others, 
all deserve special notice, but it is impossible 
to do them justice in a brief survey. 

In 1772, Prof. Titius, of Wittemberg, re 
vived one of Kepler’s observations respect- 
ing a peculiar harmony of planetary distances 
from the sun, giving it « more definite shape 
than it bad assumed in Kepler’s mind. Prof. 
Bode, of Berlin, Encke’s predecessor in the 
Observatory, called attention to a break in 
the series between Mars and Jupiter, and 
suggested that an undiscovered planet might 
exist in the interval,a suggestion which was 
happily verified on the first day of tne nine- 
teenth century; Prof. Piazzi, of Palermo, 
having discovered Ceres on First mo. Ist, 
1801. The harmony which was thus con- 
firmed, and which has since been known as| 
‘‘ Bode’s Law,” is based on the fact that if 
we start from Mercury, the successive plan- 
etary intervals double, or nearly so, as we 


ap- 


| added, 


|edge of the planetary belt. 


;omers 
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recede from the sun. When Neptune was 
discovered, the “law” was said to have 
failed, but in reality, a new harmony was 
which increased the interest by 
showing that there were two equal intervals 
at the outer edge, as well as at the inuer 
The following 
comparison shows the closeness of the 
agreement between ‘law ” and fact : 
Mercury 
4.0 
3.9 
Mars 
16.0 
15.2 
Saturn 


100.0 


Ve Eart! 
10.0 
10.0 
Jupiter 
52.0 
52.0 

Neptune 

292.0 


300.4 


Theoretical, 
Observed, 


Theoretical, 
Observed, 


Theoretical, 
Observed, 95.4 


William Herschel, son a Hanover 
musician, was born in 1738. At the age of 
19 he went to England, where he formed a 
military band, giving concerts and oratorios, 
and devoting his leisure hours to the study 
of mathematics and astronomy. Being dis- 
satisfied with the only telescope within his 
reach, he begaa polishing reflecting mirrors, 
and successfully constructed a five, a seven, 
a ten, and a twenty-foot reflecting telescope. 
In the last case he finished nearly two bun- 
dred object-mirrors before he could satisfy 
himself. On Third mo. 13th, 1781, he ob- 
served a star of the fifth ma nitude, differing 
from the fixed stars in having a dise which 
was perfectly well defined. Examining it 
witb a magnifying power of 932 diameters, 
the dise appeared enlarged, while that of 
the stars underwent no change. He soon 
found that it was moving, and supposed it 
to be a comet,but its slow and regular chang- 
es of position soon showed that it was a 
seventh primary planet. He named it 
Georgium Sidus, or the Georgian Star, in 
honor of George III., but the French astron- 
objecting to such gratification of 
national vanity, the name of Herschel was 
soon adopted, and that, in its turn, gave 
place to the designation of Uranus, by which 
it is now commonly known. On consulting 
earlier records, it was found that the planet 
had been seen by Flamsteed, Mayer, and 
Lemonnier, who had each thought it a fixed 
star, entering it as such in their catalogues. 
Their observations were valuable, because 
they gave the necessary data for determin- 
ing, by the help of Kepler’s laws, the dis- 
tance of the new planet from the sun and its 
time of, revolution. 

King George settled a salary on Herschel, 
which enabled him to devote the rest of bis 


life to astronomy. He soon began the 


‘erection of a forty-foot reflecting telescope 
‘at Slough, which he completed in 1787. He 


discovered three voleanic mountains in the 
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moon, two of which seemed to be emitting 
fire; found that the solar system is moving 
around some remote centre, its present mo 
tion being towards the constellation Hercu 
les; ascertained the time of Saturn’s rota- 
tion on its axis and discovered two of its 
satellites; opened, by his observations of 
nebule and double stars, a new field of re- 
search, boundless in extent and interesting 
on account of the variety of objects which 
it presents; promulgated the nebular hy- 
pothesis ; and made a catalogue of 5000 new 
nebule, nebulous stars, planetary nebule 
and clusters of stars, which he had discover- 
ed. He received much assistance, in making 
and recording observations, from his sister 
Caroline, who herself several 
The Royal Society published sixty- 
seven of his memoirs P. E. C 


discov ered 


comets 


-o 


QUARTERLY MEETING AT NEW 
BEDFORD. 


The meetings of the Society of Friends 
which bave been held this week have been 
more than usual in number and of great in 
terest. The quarterly meeting proper was 
preceded on Thursday morning by a gather- 
ing for prayer and conference, which held 
until about the time for the opening of the 
stated meeting for worship. This meeting 
continued for two hours. It was an occasion 
which will long be remembered by those 
who were present. Many brief exhortations 
were made, but the principal discourse, 
which took about an hour for its delivery, 
was preached by Allen Jay, of North Caro- 
lina, now connectéd with the Friends’ Board- 
ing School, at Providence, R. |. His text 
was from Romans i. 16. In his treatment 
of the subject he was clear in his exposition 
of theological truth, pertinent in bis illustra- 
tions, and deeply earnest and eloquent in his | 
appeals on behalf of the peace and joy which 
are the reward of the Christian life. 

The business meeting followed. We are 
informed that in connection with the trans- 
action of the usual business several lively 
exhortations were given, one of which, of 
much force of argument and beauty of de 
livery, was upon the subject of Peace. 

In the evening was held the Friends’ 
Quarterly Conference of Bible Schools. The 
attendance was unusually large. Rachel H. | 
Howland presided, and George F. Tucker 
acted as secretary. After the presentation 
of the reports from the schools, the president 
announced that the subject for the evening 
was the Practical Teachings of the Bible on 
the subject of labor. The theme proved to 
be eminently practical and interesting. The 
Secretary presented, in writing, a large num- 
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which set forth the duty and dignity of 
honest industry; Susan T. Thompson laid 
down certain propositions in relation to the 
teachings and sanctions of religion upon the 
subject, which were sustained by further 
quotations from the Scripture; and tha presi- 
dent, in a very forcible manner, gave the 
teachings of the Bible not only in connection 
with ‘“‘diligence in business,” but with the 
disposition which Christianity calls upon us 
to make of the accumulations which may be 
the result of industry and enterprise. Few 
Bible lessons have been more clearly pre- 
sented—few have been more practical and 
impressive. The remarks which followed 
were well calculated to deepen the force of 
the teachings of the lesson. Allen Jay 
showed with much clearness, that honest 
toil and such a disposition of its rewards as 
promotes the welfare of mankind, belonged 
to a complete and barmonious development 
of the Christian character. Thomas Buffum, 
Charlotte Holmes, Martha N. Hunt, Charles 
Taber and J. B. Congdon, were among the 
speakers. The latter called attention to the 
fact, that a recent convention of the Episco- 
pal Church had made a declaration of what 
it considered the ‘hree prominent evils in the 
Christian world, one of which was the un- 
settled relation between capital and labor. 
This vital question was shown to be inti- 
mately connected with the subject before the 
meeting. The speaker expressed the con- 
viction that this antagonism, thus authorita- 
tively anuounced to be one of the three most 
alarming of evils, could never be d stroyed 
and the great question settled, until the pre- 
cepts of the New Testament should regulate 
and control all the relations of labor and 
capital and all the uses to which the accu- 
mulations of wealth are to be applied.— 
Evening Standard, (New Bedford, Mass). 


NATIONAL SuRNAMES. — Every nation has 
its own peculiar way of forming the baptis- 
mal surname. We have no less than five 
representing British as distinct from English 
nomenclature: Anglo-Norman, Anglo Saxon, 
Seoteh. Irish and Welsh. E:ch had his 
fashion of framing the patronymic, and all, 
I need not say, abound in London. The 
Norman made fitz (French, fi/s) an affix, and 
thus Gilbert, son of Hamon, became Gilbert 
Fitzhamon. The Saxon made son a desi- 
nence, and thus Ralph, son of Nichol, be- 
came Ralph Nichol-son. The Welshmen 
| put ap (7%. e., son) in the fore-front like the 

Norman, and thus Owen ap-Richard, became 
| Owen Pritebard, or Griffin ap-Harry, Griffin 
| Parry, or Hugh ap-Rice, Hugh Price. The 
jinhabitant of ‘* Caledonia stern and wild” 


ber of passages from all parts of the Bible,| also set Mac at the beginning rather than 
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the end, so that Andrew, son of Aulay, be- 
came Andrew Macaulay. Lastly, our friends 
of the Emerald Isle prefixed Mac or O to 
the baptismal name, as their form of descent, 
and thus Patrick, son of Neale, became 
Patrick “ Mac-Neale,” or ‘‘ Patrick O’Neale.” 
— The Fireside. 





FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 


PHILADELPHIA, TWELFTH MO. 22, 18/7. 


CAN CHRISTIANITY REACH THE MASSES? 

The story on another page of “a brand 
plucked from the burning,” illustrates one of 
the great phases of human life, which pass 
almost unknown and unheeded by manv of 
the Christians who make up the congrega- 
tions of our own society. 

Here is an American, with a common- 
school education, a capable man at bard 
work, who, thrown out into the contamina- 
tions of a great city, becomes one of the dan-| 
gerous classes, and yet is rescued by the| 
good old gospel of Jesus Christ. There are 
tens of thousands of people crowding our 
cities, mueh as he was, and outside of the 
influence of Christian teaching. More and 
more the people of this nation are flocking 
to the cities. Between 1860 and 1870), the 
rural population of the state of New York 
scarcely increased at all. The gain in num- 
bers was in the cities. 





In 1865, a minister resident in Philadel- 
pbia asserted, that after a careful examina- 
tion, he estimated that if all the places of | 
worship in the city were filled, they could 
admit only one thirteenth of tke residents. 
It is doubtful if the accommodation for wor. 
shippers is greater now. When at the Bible 
School Conference at Indianapolis, we were 
told that of the 100,000 people of that city: 
only from four to five thousand were regular 


attenders of worship. In some country dis- 
tricts the proportion of citizens n»t attending | 
on any Christian instruction is very large. 
Do such facts sufficiently impress us? 
The Society of Friends started out to exem- 
plify Primitive Christianity Revived. How 
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spread to India on the east, and to Ireland 
on the west, among heathen peoples. 

Our Master gave to John’s inquiring dis- 
ciples, as the culminating proof of His being 
the Christ, the Anointed of God, the fact 
that ‘‘to the poor the gospel was preached.” 

Can we as a church point to our own 
faithfulness and diligence in the same work, 
as proof that we are His disciples? Are we, 
as thorough-going Christians, carrying 
the glad tidings to the poor, the ignorant, 
and the careless, as we sbould in proportion 
to our numbers? Do our country meetings 
supply the wants of the souls of those in the 
neighborhood around them who are in dan- 
ger of perishing for lack of knowledge? Do 
they carry on congregational and mission 
Bible schools, and hold meetings at school- 
houses, halls, or in groves, so as to reach 
those who will not come to regular wor- 
ship? Do our city churches leaven the masses 
around them by mission schools and preach- 
ing, going as fishersof men to the places 
where the fish are to be caught ? 

It is cause for thankfulness that there has 
been so much already done. But there is 
abundant encouragement to do more. The re- 
ports made by the Home Mission Committee 
to Indiana Yearly Meeting this year, showed 
wonderful results from the efforts made. In 
one town nearly the whole people turned to 
the Lord under the preaching of a husband 
and wife who have been devoted evangelists. 
Others have been still more largely blest 
during years of dedicated service. In 
Maine, New York, North Carolina and many 
parts of the West, the old waste places have 
been revived, and in some measure rebuilt, 
and thousands converted under the preachers 
and teachers of our own beloved Society. 
In conscientious and sincere solicitude for 
the maintenance of our peculiarities and testi- 
monies these labors have not always been 
sufficiently appreciated by some, and fears 
that the results would be evanescent have 
prevailed. 

There is reason to believe that these con- 
versions have been at least as sound and 
thorough as those which have occurred under 
the ministry of such evangelists as Moody. 


far are we doing this? In about the time our| Of these, Dr. Dale, of Birmingham, England, 





Society has existed, primitive Christianity 


has just said that 1400 conversions followed 
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from meetings held for a fortnight in that 
city, and that he received into his own| 
church 120 of them, without the usual de. | 
lay, lest they should infer suspicion of their | 
sincerity. Just before leaving for America, 
and at the end of two years and a half, Dr. 
Dale made careful investigation 
that of between 


and found 
120 and 130 of these con- 
verts so received, ‘‘only eight, or at most 
nine, had fallen away.” Yet many of these 
had been men and women who previously 
had been grievously given to drink and im- 
morality. This speaks well, too, of the sym- 
pathy and nurture they received in the 
church they joined, and shows that the work 
of the evangelists should be supplemented 
by the care and teaching of the officers and | 
concerned members of our meetings. 

The masses can be reached and brought 
to Christ, but if Friends are to do their 
share in this blessed work, the young people 
who are in our schools and colleges must 
first become a converted and baptized corps 
of Christians, well instructed in truth, and 
must in future combine with their ordinary 
life duties, those of propagating the gospel ; 
while those who are fitted and called to the 
ministry must, while thus engaged, receive 
adequate support from the church in a man- 
ner consistent witb the principles of truth. 

oe 

LECTURES ON FRIENDS’ PRINCIPLES.— From 
the London Friend we learn that addresses or 
lectures on the distinguishing views of Friends 
have been given by John S, Rowntree at Peckham 
Meeting-house on the 5th ult.; and on the 19th 
by Frederick Sessions, of Gloucester. An im- 
portant meeting was held at Westminster Meet- 
ing-house on the 21st ult, when Justice Fry lec- 
tured on “China and England,” with special 
reference to the Opium Traffic. 
speakers was Lo-Fong-Lo, a 
Chinese Legation. 


Among the 
of the 


member 


- 

Evi and Abarilla Cowgill having finished their 
visit to Friends in Norway, proceeded to Den- 
mark, and visited all the Friends settled there, 
holding one general meeting at Randers. They 
then visited the Friends at Minden, Germany, 
and returned to England, being engaged in ser- 
vice in Lancashire. 


oo — 

MEMORIAL OF EDITH GRIFFITH.—Ohio Yearly | 
Meeting has issued an interesting sketch of the | 
life, experience and labors of this Friend, so 


/ now for sale by Alice Lewis at this office. 
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widely known and beloved in this country and 
Great Britain. It can be had for free distribution 
upon application to William Cattell, Damasco- 


| ville, Ohio. 


= 


“An Essay on the Gospel Dispensation of 
Universal Peace,” by David Tatum, is a small 
pamphlet or large tract of sixteen pages. It 
covers the points which have been urged in show- 
ing the inconsistency of war with Christianity, 
1nd is suited for distribution to those who will 
give thought to the subject. The author offers 
them at $1.25 per 100 copies, post-paid, to those 
desiring to promote the cause of peace. Address 
52 Granger Street, Cleveland, Ohio. 


ss — 


“ Tue Life Hid with Christ in God "—selec- 


| tions from the writings of Isaac Penington; com- 


piled by C. J. Westlake, with introduction by 
Hannah W. Smith.—This desirable little work is 
Price 


| 50 cents. 


DIED. 


YARNALL.—On the 28th of Ninth mo. 1877, in 
the 77th year of his age, Charles Yarnall; a beloved 
and honored Elder in the Monthly Meeting of Friends 
of Philadelphia for the Western District. Having in 
early manhood made covenant with his Lord by sac- 
rifice, he was enabled, through Divine grace, to 
‘‘adorn the doctrine of God his Saviour.” Strongly 


‘attached to the principles professed by the Society 
) of Friends, from conviction that they were founded in 


the truth, and having a large and comprehensive mind, 
he saw their breadth, and with unwavering firmness 
endeavored, in the “*meekness of wisdom,” to uphold 
them. Thus passed from us one whose loving words 
of counsel we may never again hear; but the seed 
sown through his faithfulness will, we trust, bring 
forth fruit to the praise of the Great Husbandman. 


KENWORTHY.—In Richmond, Ind., on Eleventh 
mo. 17th, 1877, William Keaworthy, in the 84th year 
of his age; a member of Whitewater Monthly Meet 
ing of Friends. It may truly be said of this dear 
Friend that he was faithful in his generation, and he 
came peacefully to his “ grave in a full age, like as a 
shock of corn cometh in his season.”” He was thor- 
oughly sound in Christian doctrine, and admirably 
adorned this doctrine by his life He was “ pure in 
heart,” and « of clean lips,”’ and we doubt not he has 
realized the fulfilment of our dear Saviour’s promise, 
« Blessed are the pure in heart,for they shall see God.” 
Until enfeebled by the infirmities of age, he was very 
active in the Lord’s service, and he fauhfully occu- 


| pred several of the most responsible positions in our 


religious society. Many older Friends will remember 
him as a companion to Joseph John Gurney in his visit 
to Friends and others in North Carelina, Virginia, 
Maryland and Pennsylvania in the winter of 1834-35. 
For the last five years he was confined very much to his 
home, but his mind continued clear and vigorous, and 
his faith unwavering to the end, as evinced by his ex- 
pressions, and by the following which he wrote and 
left with his children :—«I am the resurrection and 
the life; he that believeth on Me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth and be- 
lieveth on Me shall never die.” 

SWIFT.—At Baltimore, Md., Twelfth mo. Ist, 
1877, Dorcas, widow of the late Paul Swift, M.D., of 
Philadelphia, in her Soth year. 
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STAPLES.—At West Branch, Iowa, on the 22nd 


of Eleventh mo. 1877, Judith, widow of Asa Staples, } 


in the g2nd year of her age ; a member of Springdale 
Monthly Meeting. As an Elder she was enabled to 
enter into very near sympathy with those called to the 
work of the ministry, and to hold up their hands. Dur- 
ing several years of increasing bodily infirmities, when 
she could no longer meet with her friends in public 
worship, and impaired hearing further limited the 
means of communication from her friends, her reli- 
gious interests suffered no decline. She was often spe- 
cially and deeply exercised on account of the unsaved. 
Her chamber, which to the visitor ever seemed one of 
unclouded peace, was to her (as described by herself) 
often the scene of spiritual conflict, and of fervent in 
tercession on behalf of a world in wickedness. With 
mind clear to the last, with no murmur in prolonged 
bodily suffering, an®*-with many expressions which 
evinced the maturity of her Christian faith and hope, 
she was gathered as a shock of corn fully ripe. 
THOMAS.—At Williamson, Wayne county, N. Y., 
on the 25th of Ninth mo. 1877, Hosea Thomas, aged 
78 years 
ciety ol 


At the age of eight years he joined the So 
Friends, and remained a firm belie 
doctrines throughout his long life. He 
emplary life, and was respected by all who knew him. 


THE CORPORATION OF HAVERFORD 
COLLEGE. 

A Special Meeting of the Corporation of Haverford 
College will be held, by order of the Board of Man- 
agers, at the Committee Room of Arch Street Meeting. 
house, Philadelpbia, on Sixth day, First mo. 11th, 
1878, at 3.30 o’clock, P. M., to consider certain pro 


posed amendments to the Charter of the Corporation. | 


EDWARD BETILE, JR., Secretary. 


-.- 


OaKwoop SEMINARY (New York Yearly Meeting | 
School) at Union Springs. —The winter term. is to open | 
on the 3d of next month, and to continue thirteen | 


weeks. Applications for admission, or for catalogues, 
or other information, may be addressed to J. J. 


Tuomas, General Manager, or to Professor E. Cook, | 


Principal, Union Springs, Cayuga county, N. Y. 
- 
By direction of the Missionary Board of Ohio Yearly 
Meeting, there will be a series of meetings held 


Mount Pleasant, Jeffersun county, O., beginning First | 


mo. gth, 1878. 
who desire to attend. 
eo; 


By the late freshet in the James River, many freed- 


ver in their | 
lived an ex. | 


A cordial invitation is extended to all | 
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If we had room 
;and means we could secure double the present 
| number of pupils, as most of these Shawnees 
'seem to appreciate the necessity for educa- 
| tion, and are anxious to have their children 
educated. 

I sincerely hope that it will not be long 
juntil the accommodations can be enlarged 
for them, so that all these deserving children 
|can be educated, not only in letters, but in 
|the Christian religion. 
| There is but one true policy to be pursued 
iby our government with the Indians; that 
of civilizing and Christianizing them. The 
| progress in this may be augmented or re- 
| tarded, as the edministration of Indian affairs 
is entrusted to civil or military jurisdiction; 
to those who are interested in their eleva- 
tion and enlightenment, or to those who 
| would desire to keep them in ignorance, or 
favor their extermination. 

The Sacs and Foxes are slow to embrace 
| opportunities for educating their children, 
and have never yet had their school full; 
but we think that under revent instructions 
| authorizing the annuity to be withheld from 
children of suitable age to go to school who 
are not sent, our school will be filled 
This regulation is already inducing a few to 
| place their children at school, though it will 
not be realized by most of the parents until 
the time for payment of the annuity, which 
is now near at hand. Then I believe the 
school will be promptly filled. 

Referring to E. & 1. Bearl’s visit here, 
we were very much cheered by their labors 
| and spiritual counsel, and our Indians seemed 


| taken in for want of room. 
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|to appreciate their visit and to confide in 
|them much more than it is common for them 
ito do in strangers. It is very much to be 
regretted that we cannot have such dear 
| friends to visit us oftener than we do. 
With much love, I remain thy friend, 
Levi WooparpD 
U.S. Agent for the Sacs and Foxes. 


men’s families residing in the town of Buchanan, Va, | 


have lost all they possessed; houses, provisions and 
clothing being swept away, and several lives lost. If 
any Friends feel that they can spare them second-hand 
clothing or bedding, it will be gratefully received, and 


judiciously distributed by a reliable Friend residing in | 


Buchanan. Articles or money may be sent to JOHN 
TATUM, 2123 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 


JULIANNA R. Tatum, 
ELIZABETH J. SHARPLESS. 


CORRESPON DENCE. 
Sac and Fox AGencr, Eleventh mo. 29, 1877. 

Dear Friend: —We have all the children 

in school at the Absentee Shawnee now that 

the house will accommodate, and there are 

children that have applied that cannot be 


BIENNIAL BIBLE SCHOOL CONFERENCE. 


Continued from page 287 
EVENING SESSION. 


The Conference met promptly at 7 o'clock. 
A short season of silent prayer was followed by 
the reading of cxi. Psalm, and earnest petitions 
to the throne of Grace. 

The Committee on Permanent Organizition 
reported the selection of Dr. J umes E. Rhoads, of 
Philadelphia, for President of the Conference, 10 
place of Charles F. Coffin, who insisted upon 
being released, which was unanimously approved 
and the appointment made. 

An Address of Welcome was then delivered by 
Joseph T. Mills, of Indianapolis, which was lis- 
tened to with marked attention by the audience. 
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ADDRESS OF WELCOME. 
On behalf of the Friends of Indianapolis, I bid 
you a hearty welcome to our city and our homes. 
“ Your coming together in such numbers, indi- 


Friends of America, in the cause of Bible teach- 
ing. 

It isa pleasing task, on an occasion like this, to 
review the growth of the work in our Society, and 
to tell how rapidly we have grown from a feeble 
folk, to an army of men and women and children, 
all intent upon gathering to our heartsand minds, 
the truths of inspiration—how we have increased 
in zeal, in knowledge, and in skill as teachers 
and workers in this field. 

Scarcely a generation ago in this country, auy- 
body who could read King James’ Bible, could 
teach a Friends’ Bible-class, He could teach a 
whole chapter at a lesson,—it was easily done. 
The class read around verse about. The teacher 
asked a question, and told the child which verse 
toread as an answer. After a time the “Ques- 
tion Book” came in to supply a want long felt, 
and the recitation went all the more smoothly. 
A few years later the teacher must carry to the 
class a volume of Clark’s Commentaries, Scott's, 
Bush's, or Barnes’ notes, in order to be a first- 
class teacher. 

Then we come to the epoch of the infant class. 
A First-day school was a flat failure without a 
class of babies, to whom was taught, in regular 
catechetical style, the name of the first man, the 
strongest man, the meekest man, the wisest man, 
the most penitent man, the story of the fall in 
Eden, and the names and order of the books of 
the Bible. Parents looked on and smiled at the 
amount of Bible truth that was entering the 
hearts of the little ones. 

Then came the era of the spectacle class,— 

fathers and mothers sat on seats close beside the 
children, squaring St. Paul's theology by Bar 
clay's Apology. 
_ And now that the whole family were drawn 
into the good work, the First-day school began 
to be a thing of importance. It gave emphasis 
to the coming of the First-day of the week. 

The father (if a farmer) had to postpone the 
salting of his cattle until the afternoon, the mother 
must leave some household matter uncared for, 
the boys forego their bathing expedition to the 
river, and the girls hasten the making of their 
toilets, all that the family might be at school in 
time. First-day school papers were found on the 
tables of the homes, maps of the Holy Land 
were studied, Bible dictionaries were in demand, 
the lesson was shortened from a whole chapter to 
a half dozen verses, teachers and pupils began to 
complain that the time for recitation was too 
short, and the First-day school began to be a liv- 
ing thing. The meeting that followed felt the 
thrill of a new life trom the influence of the Bible 
teacher, 

Then came teachers’ meetings, uniform lessons, 
lesson leaves, the blackboard, young people's 
sociables, picnics for everybody, First-day school 
conventions, normals, and conferences, quarterly, 
yearly, and biennial. ‘The spiritual life of the 
Friends is coming up. There is a general air of 
cheerfulness and health about the Sabbath- 
school, which every now and then bursts forth 
Into joyful, happy song, as ‘‘young men and 
maidens, old men and little children,”’ as in 
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| David's day, with one voice, sing praises unto 


God. 
We have made progress. We would as soon 


| think of giving up the regular meeting for wor- 
cates the great interest that is felt to-day by the | 


ship as the Sabbath-school. A meeting without 
a Sabbath-school is a dead meeting. Nay, the 
Sabbath-school has become the pioneer to pre- 
pare the way for the coming of the church. Ifa 
new meeting is to be planted, the Bible teacher 
begins the work among the children of the neigh- 
borhood. 

We used to speak of the Bible school as the 
child of the church. It mixes the figure a trifle, 
but many a church that we know to-day, is the 
offspring of the Bible school. 

But let us not stop in our work to congratulate 
ourselves too much upon our success. What we 
have already accomplished, shows very much 
more to be done, We are yet a long way off 
from the ideal Bible school. We have onlv just 
begun to succeed in this work. 

We welcome your coming to-day because con- 
ferences like this one do a good service in taking 
some of the egotism out of us. It is hard 
word to use, but it is barely possible that we 
Quaker Sabbath-school teachers are somewhat 
prone to egotism; we are disposed to think that 
we are taking the lead in this work. At any 
rate, if we do not think ‘‘too mu-h of ourselves,” 
we are sadly given to thinking about ourselves 
too much, which ts almost as bad. He is a poor 
plowman who is constantly leoking back to see 
how far he has gone; a bad workman who con- 
tinually stands, arms akimbo, congratulating him- 
self over his success, or mourning over his want 
of skill. It is one of the banes of our Sabbath- 
school teaching force, that as individuals, we 
generally regard ourselves as established suc- 
cesses or pronounced failures. Both errors come 
from our excessive self-consciousness. Looking 
upon the laborers from other parts of the vineyard 
in this Conference, makes us for atime forget our- 
selves. We have grown a little weary, it may 
be, in looking at our own work so long. Hear- 
ing something of your work, will give us a new 
view of our own. 

We welcome you too because your coming gives 
us new life. We are notso much expecting that this 
meeting shall give us some newstyles in which to 
do our work, as that it shall give us new vigor f.r 
our labor. We do not come to this Conference 
as milliners go to Paris, to learn the new fashion, 
how to teach, to use the blackboard, to get up 
concerts, to conduct teachers’ meetings. We 
come to the Conference as we go to the seaside, 
to breathe a life-giving atmosphere. We are 
here notso much to get your best thoughts about 
the work, as to have your talk help us think our 
own best thoughts; not to get you to help us be 
you, but to have you assist us to be ourselves, 
and our best selves That is to say, we welcome 
your coming, because the influence of our fellow- 
ship together in the great congregation shall 
tend to develop our individuality. If we see how 
valiantly David can use a sling, and Samson a 
jaw-bone, and Shamgar an ox-goad, and Moses 
a crab-stick cudgel, and Dorcas a needle, it will 
encourage us to listen to the Lord’s query: 
‘What ts that in thy hand?’ and to begin to use 
whatever instrument may be within our reach, 

We hope to become more original and to imi- 
tate others less. We have tried long enough to 
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l 
be in our generation new editions of onr ances- | 
tors of five generationsago. Long enough have 
form and order been cardinal virtues among us. 
The Quaker of the olden time did well, yea, 
gloriously. All reverence to his memory. He 
was formal and orderly in his family, at meeting, | 
in social life, in business wore drab clothes of | 
regulation cut, was grave in speech and dignified | 
in personal bearing. He did it all “heartily as | 
unto the Lord’’ There was very much of the 
Christ-like character beneath the exterior,— 
would we had as much of it in our own selves. 
But it was possible for his children, assuming 
the same form and order, to become like the tree | 
in winter, alive and «reen to be sure, but not 
growing. You may prune 11 tever shape 
you will, sphere, cube, or paraliciopipedon, but 
when spring comes and starts the flow of life 
wi'liin its cells, its shape breaks up. It spreads 
in ail direction-, defying all fixed forms; no two 
branches alike ; io leaf exactly like any one of 
its thousand brother leaves. So with a church, 
if it be dead or dormant, you may mould it as 
you like, but if it be awake and growtng, you 
may well despair of maintaining its form from 
one generation to another. ‘The trees of the 


Lord are full of sap."’ Geometry has to do with | 


dead things, timber, stone, empty space. Life 
bodies itself in endless variety, and constantly 
involves di-intevration and change. So we shall 
not stop to mouru thai we cannot any more de- 


scribe a Quaker coat, ur a Quaker bonnet, or a | 


Friends’ meeting, or a Friends’ First-day school. 
As we look over our Society, we shall no longer 
say in mournful numbers, ‘The fathers, where 
are they ?”’ 
are, waiting our coming. Quaker drab for the 
earthly man, has given way to the white robe in 
the Heavenly host. The fathers are dead, and 
we shall never see any Friends such as they 
were. Certainly we shall never see better ones 
than many of them were. But the best of them, 
if they were school boys to-day, would not grow 
up to be the same men they were in that day. We 
bow in reverence before the vision of their good- 


ness of heart and self-sacrificing lives. We pray | 


that a double portion of their spirit may rest 
upon us while we leave the dead past to bury its 
dead and address ourselves to the action that the 
living present demands at our hands. 

For two centu'ies men and women in our So- 
ciety have been trying to imitate George Fox... . 

Now we are slow to discover that English 
society under the reign of Charles II. was a verv 
different field for Christian labor from American 


society under the administration of President | 


Hayes. Shall we never cease our clamor in our 
work for Christ, saying one is of George Fox, 
another of William Penn, and a third followeth 
after neither of them? Who then is George Fox, 
and who William Penn. but ministers, by whom 
our fathers believed, even as the Lord gave to 
each one of them? George Fox planted, and 
William Penn watered, but God gave the in- 
crease. So then is neither Fox anything nor 
William Penn any thing to us who follow two 
centuries after them, but God that giveth the in- 
crease now. 

The ancient worthies were not Sabbath-school 
teachers. Fox died a half century before 
Robert Raikes was born. Doubtless if the Hea- 


We know where very many of them | 


fifty years’ rest from his labor in the mansions of 
the Father’s House, could look down into the 
“hired rooms” of the newspaper editor in Glouce- 
ster, and see the children there gathered from 
the streets, joy filled the sou! of the Quaker saint 
at the vision of the resu!ts that were to follow 
from the humble effort of Robert Raikes; anda 
color of sadness (if we could believe sadness 
ever comes to hearts in glory) must have tinged 
his soul at the thought that the people professing 
his name, calling him their worthy elder, should 
wait a century and a half to find out that the Sab- 
bath-school work was of God. 

Fox did well. Let us enter this labor, not 
looking back unto him. but onward to Jesus, the 
author and finisher of the faith, both his and 

ours. 
| Sabbath school teaching is a gift from God, 
and “let him that teacheth wait on his teaching,” 
|and do his work in the way that is natural to 
| himself. Not using the blackboard like some- 
| body else; not discarding lesson-helps because 
somebody else does; not singing or refraining 
| from singing simply because some one else does 
|or does not approve of music; not working to 
| achieve personal reputation, but in all things 
| studying ho. to show himself a workman ap- 
| proved of God. Above all, have fervent charity 
| toward all others in the ranks who do not work 
| just as you do, and strive to maintain the unity 
of spirit instead of uniformity of method. I have 
| this faith in the spiritual insight of the Society of 
| Friends, that if your work shows by its effects 
| that it is approved of God, if Cod gives the in- 
| crease to your planting and watering, the church 
will appreciate and endorse your labors. 

We welcome you, because your coming from 
many distant fields of labor with tidings of your 
work, leads us to magnify our calling and quick- 
ens our zeal. It inspires us with a holy emula- 

tion to equal you in the efficiency of your labor. 
| Our work ought to show more than it does in the 
lives of our pupils. They ought to become more 
Christ-like in word and deed and thought, as the 
result of our teaching. 

| Revival meetings, inquiry rooms, altars of 
| prayer, and other so-called revival measures have 
wonderfully worked upon the emotions of the 
people. ‘The natural tendency is toward an ex- 
treme in this direction. Almost every good 
thing is liable to pass its limit, to be over-done 
and become an evil, Nothing is more likely to 
do this than emotional work in the matter of re- 
ligion. Not that it is wrong or even dangerous 
in itself, to stir up the emotions of men or chil- 
dren, but the danger lies in our leaving all the 
work to the revivalist. 

The church needs to learn that it is easier to 
bring the lives of children into right adjustment 
with God, than the lives of mature men and wo- 
|men. Itis a dreadful heresy that has crept into 
some of our minds that a man must have had an 
eminent career of wickedness before he can be- 
come an eminently useful Christian. We ought 
continually to echo the Master's words, “Suffer 
the children to come unto me.” 
| Temperance workers, finding out the worth of 
this injunction, are coming to conclude that the 
great hope of the temperance cause lies in keep- 
ing the boys and girls from starting toward the 
| drunkard’s grave. And what is true of the sin of 





ven-inspired shoemaker of Leicestershire, after | drunkenness is true of all manner of sin. The 
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remedy for it is most easily and successfully ap- 
plied in child-life. 

Ministers are all right in their places. Inquiry 
rooms are all well enough in their proper use. But 
the Sabbath-school teachers ought to do a greater 
work in some respects than ministers or evangel- 
ists can do. The teachers are earlier in the 
field. They are a more numerous host. A hun- 
dred men and women in the community can 
teach a class of children successfully where ten 
can be found who can preach or one who can 
evangelize successfully. And then it is the privi- 
lege of the teacher to get nearer to his pupils 
than a preacher can to his hearers. Ministers do 
effective work as heavy ordinance planted upon 
the heights of the pulpit and firing upon the 
masses at long range, but the teacher makes 
conquests for the right in a sharp hand-to-hand 
encounter, with the sword of the Spirit. 

To my mind the Sabbath-school class ought to 
be a better place for a child than the revival 
meeting. if only the teacher is as earnest and 
spiritually minded as the evangelist. We say 
from our hearts, God bless the minister and the 
evangelist, but in the work of making the church 
of the future out of the boys and girls of the pres- 
ent, we sound the rallying cry of ‘‘Teachers to 
the front.” 

But these dreams of success to which your 
coming has inspired us, are worth nothing if they 
are not worked out in our actions. In Sabbath- 


school work it is a long step from dreaming to | 


doing. Many of us can theorize and criticize, 
and tell how to do, but to consecrate ourselves 
to the work is quite a different thing. Attending 
teachers’ meetings, visiting pupils at their homes, 
spending an hour every day of the week in care- 
ful preparation of the coming lesson, paying out 
money for aids in the work,—all these are not as 
cheap as dreaming or criticizing. Nine-tenths of 
the work that yields valuable results in this world 
is drudgery, and the teacher who is willing to 
patiently look after the details of his labor is 
usually the successful teacher. We need conse- 
crated effort rather than genius before our classes. 
Scholarship is good, but a charitable character 
and a genuine interest in children are more 
essential to the work. 

I believe in miracles, We ought to look for 
them in our work. But we ought not to be so 
absorbed in looking for the power from Heaven 
that we forget to do our part of the work. We 
ought to pray and pray continually for miracu- 
lous results. We know some dead schools that 
need to be raised to life. They are buried away 
in cold Quaker formality. If you want to bury 
a school effectually, just roll upon the grave's 
mouth a formal routine of exercises taken from 
the earliest ages of Sabbath-school work. The 
‘opening chapters,’’ the time of silence, an 
hour's recitation conducted by solemn teachers, 
a “collection,” and another time of silence, may 
all be perfect as fossils that once were the abode 
of life, but they are heavy, lifeless stone now. If 
the corpse beneath them is to be raised, some 
hard-working, patient, even-minded, consecrated 
man or woman, in the person of a superintend- 
ent whom God has blest with good spiritual 
back-bone and muscle and nerve, must “ roll 
away the stone."’ Teachers with skilful hands 
and earnest hearts must set about unwinding the 
grave clothes ‘to let him go."’ In short, the way 
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for the miracle must be prepared by the prayer- 
ful and cheerful work of men and women who 
are thoroughly in sympathy with young people,— 
who were once young themselves and have not 
forgotten the fact, who can distinguish between 
righteousness and formalism, between cheerful- 
ness and wickedness. 

“Then there are lame teachers upon whom a 
miracle needs to be wrought, teachers who limp 
along in their work, leaning upon commentaries, 
lesson-leaves, and question-books. Their ankle- 
bones need to be so strengthened that they can 
walk alone, and be strong enough to take these 
“helps’’ in their hands and wield them as tools 
and not as crutches. Moses’ staff is to be em- 
ployed for working wonders, not as a support for 
a weak back. The great multitude of ‘‘ lesson 


_helps’’ placed within our reach will be profitable 


or detrimental to our work, according as we mas- 
ter them, “‘ prove them,” as David did Saul’s ar- 
mor, or trust to them to do our work for us. 

And there are the members of the school 
who are possessed with a ‘dumb spirit." You 
can't get them to talk. Their name is legion. 
Verily, this kind cometh not out except by prayer 
and fasting. Then there is the army of men who 
have withered hands. Most palsied, always, 
when money is to be raised for Sabbath-school 
purposes. 

“Blind church members go groping about, 
unable to see any place where they can work for 
the Lord. There are hungry multitudes every- 
where about us. As they sit down in companies 
in our classes we ought to feel that the few little 
loaves that we have gathered in our preparation 
for the recitation must be taken and blessed by 
the Master before we attempt to hand them forth. 
A hundred penny-worth of illustrations and in- 
teresting things from commentaries and lesson- 
helps will not be sufficient that each one of our 
scholars shall have a little spiritual food, except 
as they are broken and increased by Jesus’ hand. 
With that blessing the few loaves and fishes in 
the hands of even a lad, may administer nnto 
the wants of a great multitude.” 

Brief responses were called for from the dele- 
gates of the several Yearly Meetings. Thomas 
B. Buffum spoke in behalf of the delegates from 
New England, and Thomas W. Ladd for New 
York. 

T. W. Ladd spoke as follows : 

“IT regret that some one more able to repre- 
sent this important feature of the Lord's work, 
in my part of the eastern field, could not speak 
for our workers on this occasion, And this leads 
me to say, by way of apology, that while we re- 
gret that circumstances have prevented so many 
of us from meeting and greeting our fellow work- 
ers of the West, the more so when we remember 
the sacrifices many of you have made to attend 
similar gatherings in the East, yet 1 am glad to 
assure you that it is from no lack of interest or 
fraternal regard. And while in some respects 
the circumstances which cause our absence seem 
untoward, there are other features that cause the 
cloud, if such it can be called, to have a silver 
lining. Prominent among which, and directly 
connected with this work, are two or three de- 
serving of a passing notice. First the work of 
the Lord in its different aspects was never more 
joyfully pressing, and we believe more fruitful in 
results than at the present time ; so that every one 
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who ‘has a mind to work’ is fully employed with 
service of the Master, very difficult to leave, even 
for comparatively so short a time as the enjoy- 
ment of this privilege would require. 

“Again, while there was atime inthe early 
history of this Association when it was required 
not alone for the healthy interest created, and 
practical help afforded; but also and largely to 
overcome the apathy and not unfrequent opposi 
tion in our branch of the church to Bible-school 
work, yet, to-day, there is no religious organiza- 
tion more fully or efficiently engaged in this de- 
partment of church work, in proportion to our 
members, as statistics show; and as an ont- 
growth of this interest we now have our Quarter- 
ly and Yearly Meeting Conferences, besides so 
many and various other helps of an undenomi- 
national and union character; and hence many 
do not feel warranted in leaving home duties, and 
expending the time and money necessarv to 
travel so far to attend this gathering, profitable as 
it is thus to meet and mingle in social and reli- 
gious fellowship, and consideration of interests 
so important to our present and future welfare as 
a church ; and again the closeness of the times, 
monetary pressure, and consequent necessity to 
study economy, has its effect on our representa- 
tion here. But even this is not such an unmiti- 
gated evil as might at first appear; many, both 
Christians and worldlings, are thus brought more 
fully to realize our dependence upon the Lord, 
and some are led even through this means to cry 
‘‘lead me tothe rock that is higher thanI.” | 
fully believe, with D. L. Moody, that this tempor- 
al condition does contribute in no small degree to 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in convicting, 
converting and sanctifying power, now so mani 
fest in the gracious revival over this land. 

** With reference to the condition of the Bible- 
school in the limits of my own (New York) 
Yearly Meeting, I can report the attendance 
and interest on the increase ; the different means 
and methods used to instruct and interest, such 
as the uniform lesson, blackboard or object teach- 
ing, singing of hymns appropriate to the lesson, 
the review of same at the close of each session of 
the school, etc., are being used with marked 
success and blessing; so that we feel, amid some 
discouragements, that we have abundant cause 
to thank God and take courage for renewed ef 
tort. We hope alsothat when the time comes 
round thus to meet again in national Conference, 
the circumstances may be such that we can give 
more practical evidence of continued and increas- 
ing life in the varied interests here represented.” 

An address on Bible study in its relation to the 
foundation principles of the Society of Friends, 
was delivered by Benjamin Frankland of Chicago. 
This was an able and logical presentation of the 
subject, and can not be justly reproduced by any 
abstract. 

He said: “‘We have come together as the So- 
ciety of Friends,—and perhaps this is one of the 
most important meetings we have ever held,—to 


represent an institution of the latter day of the | 


church, ,the First-day school. The question 


which presents is, ‘‘what is the future of that in- | 


stitution ?”’ 

*‘We as a people believe intensely in the theo- 
ry of spiritual worship, and our system has been 
so much composed of this element that in time 
past we have been in danger of losing sight of 
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the idea of instruction, but now the First-day 
school, the main feature of which is the study of 
the Bible, has become a definite part of our 
church work. Two lines of that work come be- 
fore us for consideration at this time, possibly 
we may be led to decide that both.can be fol- 
lowed with advantage. It is well to distinguish 
between worship and instruction ; in our meet- 
ings we do not spend the whole hour with a ser- 
mon. 

“The first of these lines is indicated by the 
command ‘Go preach ;’ the second by the injunc- 
tion ‘Go teach.’ One is evangelistic power, the 
other teaching power. Both reside in the body, 
Can we follow both, or must we confine ourselves 
toone. Now let us look at an illustrious exam- 
ple. We have Paul the evangelist and Paul the 
teacher. As the evangelist he is traveling from 
place to place, seeking if by ‘any means’ some 
might be saved. As theteacher he is seen laboring 
earnestly and patiently to establish the churches 
and strengthen the brethren. Evangelic work is 
very careless of outward restraints and methods, 
its one great message is ‘Christ and Him cruci- 
fied,’ in itself a glorious work, but differing from 
the after duty of iraining. Its grand purpose is 
to bring souls to Christ. As a church we have 
not been strictly an evangelizing body. The 
question with us has not been so much ‘Is this 
person converted ?’ as ‘Is he convinced of the 
principles of the Society of Friends?’ Perhaps 
there has been in recent times a little letting 
down from this strictness, but it has been and 
still is, in many districts, the general rule. We 
have been therefore to a certain extent a teaching 
body ; teaching not only intellectual but spiritual 
truth. The prophetic gift of the olden time is a 
permanent office of the Christian church; re- 
sides in it, and may he possessed in answer to 
living faith. George Fox was not an evangelist, 
but one having a prophetic spirit; his mission 
was more to a ritualistic church than the world. 
This work belongs to every age; it is needed 
here in the nineteenth century as much, perhaps 
more, than in any other. Therefore it seems to 
me that our church is needed, and has a work to 
do. The mcral tendencies of the present age are 


| alarming in the extreme. Like Paul at Athens, 


we find all over the land to-day, altars erected to 
the ‘unknown God.’ Science charges the Christ- 
ian church with not knowing what it believes. 
Now we want a power to turn the minds of people 
to the one true and living God, and to make 
them understand the source from whence the 
vigor of our life emanates, 

‘*But if our Sabbath-school work is to do any 
good in the world, it must not be a cold, lifeless 
attempt to cultivate the intellect, but must appeal 


| to the heart and life, coming from those who are 


filled with the love of Christ.” 

The address was followed with very brief re- 
marks, by Charles F. Coffin, James E. Rhoads 
and others. 


The Conference then adjourned. 


«« War is a cruel business, and there is brutality in 
it on all sides.’— President Hayes. 


« War is nothing more than a temporary repeal of 
all the principles of virtue."—&. Hall. 
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EXTRACT FROM MEMOIR OF ROBERT 
CHARLETON. 


His interest in missionary labor, and his 


brotherly fellowship with al! Christians, led | 


to his being asked to preside at a meeting 
of the London Missionary Society; 
his opening address he said he, thought there 
was a close and immediate connection be- 
tween the success of their missionary under- 
takings and the tone of personal piety per- 
vading their churches at home. 
were ina flourishing condition spiritually, 
if the flame of religion. burnt brightly, the 
influence of this upon their missionary 
operations would be widely different from 
what could possibly be exerted by a ehurch 
in a backsliding, worldly, or even lukewarm 
condition. That being so, and seeing the 
vast importance of that aspect, he thought 
he would venture in brotherly freedom | to 
refer to some influences now at work, and 
which, as it occurred to him, tended to 
lower the tone of Christian piety amongst 
them. He did not refer in particular to 
any special denomination of Christians; his 
remarks applied equally to all. Those who, 
like himself, had lived long enough to watch 
the progress of things during the last 
thirty or forty years, could hardly have 
while there were 


failed to observe that, 
many things of a very hopeful character, 
and calling for much devout thankfulness ; 
many precious evidences that God had been 
gracious ; contemporary with those eviden- 


ces they would have witnessed in other 
directions a tendency to increasing assimila- 
tion between the church and the world, a 
tendency shown aot only in the eager pur- 
suit of wealth, and the doubtful character 
of the means sometimes resorted to for its 
attainment, but not less so in the manner of 
its expenditure ; a tendency showing itself 
in some of our more wealthy Christian 
families in a style of luxurious expenditure, 
barely consistent with any sound view of 
Christian simplicity and moderation, in the 
character of their recreations and social 
parties, and in various particulars which he 
need not enumerate. So that to a thought- 
ful mind the idea was suggested that in- 
stead of keeping in mind the precept, 
“Come out from among them, and be ye 
separate”? the endeavor had been to see 
how far the church and the world might 
unite upon one common platform. And he 
was far from being certain thet these ten- 


dencies were confined to their domestic 
habits ; 


even in much that related to public wor- 


ship. 


and in| 


If these | 


REVIEW. 


| SCIENTIFIC NOTES. 


| Petroleum.—It is estimated that 20,000 
| oil wells have thus far been dug in Pennsyl- 
vania and West Virginia, at an aggregate 
cost of $19,000,000. They have vielded 
about 88,000,000 barrels of oil, valued at the 
wells at $300,000 000, or $400,000,000 at 
the seaboard.— Baltimore American. 

African Scientific and Hospital Station.— 
The International African Association has 
\established a depot at Zanzibar, and an 
agency in the Uniamwesi, which will enable 
it to place its first scientific and hospital sta- 
‘tion on the borders of Lake ym ika, or 
still further in the interior. . Rendus. 

Action of obacco on the 8, stem.—Some 
years ago the French government directed 
the Academy of Medicine to inquire into the 
influence of tobacco on the human system. 
| The report of the commissiou appointed by 
the Academy states that a large number of 
the diseases of the nervous system and of 
the heart, noticed in the cases of those affect- 
ed with paralysis or insanity, were to be re- 
garded as the sequence of excessive indul- 
gence in the use of this article; and it is re- 
marked that tobacco seems primarily to act 
‘upon the nervous system, depressing the 
faculties and influencing the nutrition of the 
body, the circulation of the blood, and the 
number of red corpuscles in the blood. At- 
tention is also called to the bad digestion, 
benumbed intelligence, and clouded memory 
of those who use tobacco to excess.—Eclec- 
tic Magazine. 


ee 


“ABIDE IN ME AND LIN YOU.” 


THE SOUL’S ANSWER. 
That mystic word of Thine, O Sovereign Lord, 
Is all too high, too pure, to deep for me ; 
Weary of striving, and with longing faint, 
I breathe it back again in prayerto Thee. 


Abide in me, I pray, and I in Thee; 
From this good hour, O, leave me never more ; 
Then shall the discord cease, the wound be healed, 
The life-long bleeding of the soul be o’er. 


Abide in me; o’ershadow by Thy love 

Each half.formed purpose and dark thought of sin ; 
(Quench ere it rise, each selfish, low desire, 

And keep my soul as Thine, calm and divine. 


As some rare perfume in a vase of clay 
Pervades it with a fragrance not its own, 
So, when Thou dwellest in the mortal soul, 
All heaven’s own sweetness seems around it thrown. 


Abide in me; there have been moments blest 
When I have heard Thy voice and felt Thy power ; 

Then evil lost its grasp, and passion, hushed, 
Owned the divine enchantment of the hour. 


| These were but seasons, beautiful and rare ; 
he was not sure that a similar ten- | 


dency did not show itself in some degree | 


Abide in me, and they shall ever be. 
Fulfil at once Thy precept and my prayer, — 
Come and abide in me, and I in Thee. 


Harriet Beecher Stowe. 
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FRIENDS’ 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—Advices from Europe 
are to the 18th inst, 


THE EASTERN WAR.—According to official returns 
the Turkish prisoners at Plevna numbered over 33,000 ; 
the Turks had 4,000, and the Russians more than 1,400 


killed and wounded. Osman Pasha himself was | 


wounded. The news of this serious disaster is said 
to have been received with fortitude in Constantinople. 
On the 12th, an engagement occurred at Metchka, near 
Rustchuk. The Turks repeatedly attacked the Rus 
sian entrenchments, but were repulsed, and finally re- 
tired to their previous positions. Heavy snow has 
fallen in the Balkans, and military operations in that 
quarter will probably be suspended. The Turkish 
Parliament was opened on the 13th, all the Turkish 
dignitaries and the foreign ambassadors being present. 
The Sultan’s speech declared that Russia began the 
war, and that the people, compelled to defend them- 
selves, had shown a most patriotic spirit, his non-Mus- 
sulman subjects also evincing a wish to share in the 
defence of the country. The Constitution granted 


them perfect cqusiity in the eye of the law, nudes they | months’ imprisonment, lor libelling ministers of the 


thus acquired corresponding duties, they should natu- 
rally share in the military service, and the government 


had decided to enlist them in the army. He declared | 


that the only safeguard for the Empire was to carry 
out the Constitution, and that his wish was to see all 
classes enjoy equality, and the country profit by various 
political and financial reforms, War had retarded the 
accomplishment of these, but he hoped for future prog- 
ress. Various measures, he said, would be submitted 
for their consideration, and entire liberty of discussion, 
which the Constitution confers, can alone elicit truth. 


This speech contained no allusion to peace or media- 
tion, but the London Morning Fost of the 15th, assert- 
ed that the British Cabinet had received a circular 
from the Porte intimating a willingness to accept the 
mediation of the European powers. The Cons‘an- 
tinople correspondent of another journal said that the 
Porte wished to stop bloodshed, and was therefore 
willing to come to terms, and appealed to the feelings 
of justice of the great powers; but that it is not at 
the end of its resources, and is ready to sacrifice all 


for the national independence and iutegrity. The reply | 


of Italy to this circular is said to have been friendly, 
expressing a willingness to take steps in concert with 
other powers, for offering mediation. The British 
ambassador informed the Turkish government that 
Great Britain will remain neutral. Germany and Aus- 
tria are reported to have refused the request for media- 
tion. The general sentiment in St. Petersburg is op- 
posed to making peace on the conditions foreshadowed 
in the circular. 


Servia has formally declared war against Turkey. 


FRANCE.—It is said that a Batbie Cabinet was 
formed on the 12th, but that President MacMahon, hav- 
ing at length been convinced that the course which it 


was expected to pursue was illegal, repudiated it, and 
P I 8 I 


proposed to resign. He was induced, however, to re- 
open negotiations with Dufaure, gave him full liberty 
in the choice of his colleagues, and accepted the Re- 
publican Ministry which he selected. Dufaure is 
Premier and Minister of Justice, Waddington of For- 
eign Affairs, Leon Say of Finance. On the 14th, a/| 
message of the President was read in both Chambers, 
distinctly affirming his adhesion to the Republican in- 





REVIEW. 


the Ministers, and their independence is the condition 
of this. He anticipates a new era of prosperity from 
the termination of this crisis. The Finance Minister, 
on the 14th, proposed that the Chamber of Deputies 
should vote the four direct taxes, and hoped it would 
authorize the collection of the other items of revenue 
according to existing laws. He asked for a credit of 
526,500,000 francs to cover two months. This propo- 
sition was favorably received, and the bills asked for, 
were voted, after passing through the regular forms, 
The Senate also passed them on the 18th, unanimously, 
Bardoux, Minister of Public Instruction, has introduced 


| in the Chamber a bill for gratuitous elementary educa- 


tion. The Minister of the Interior has removed the 
restrictions on the hawking of newspapers, and the 
Ministry have informed a deputation that they will im. 
mediately stop the payment of all fines, and snspend all 
pending proceedings and sentences for press offences. 
A bill abrogating the present law on that subject was 
introduced on the 18th. 


ITALY.—The Ministers have resigned on account of 
dissatisfaction in Parliament with their course on vari- 


| ous political and financial questions. The Appeal 





Court has sentenced the publisher of a Roman journal, 
the organ of the Vatican and clerical party, to six 


Italian Free Church. 


The Pope, who recently appeared very near death, 
has partially rallied, but still suffers severely. 


Domestic.—In El Paso County, Texas, the disturb- 
ances which occurred some time since at San Elizario 
have again broken out, a mob composed of citizens of 
that county, many of whom are of Mexican birth, hav- 
ing fought and surrounded the civil authorities and the 
State troops sent to aid the latter. It was reported 
that a number of Mexicans had crossed the river and 
joined tbe rioters, but later information showed that 
this was not true. The Governor of Texas, on the 
15th, applied to the President for the aid of U. S. 


troops, and some were ordered to the spot from New 
Mexico. 


The bill providing for participation by this country 
in the Paris Exposition having become a law, Richard 
C. McCormick was nominated by the President on the 
15th, and confirmed by the Senate as Commissioner 
General, The law authorizes the appointment ol 
twenty paid assistant commissioners, who will be select- 
| ed by the President in consultation with the Secretary 
of State. These have not yet been appointed. 


CONGRESS.—-The Senate has adopted a resolution 
for the appointment of a committee to inquire whether 
any measures can be devised to promote commercial 
intercourse with Mexico, and to establish a just and 
peaceful condition of affairs on the Mexican border; 
| and also to ascertain and report the facts respecting 
|the present government of Mexico; also authorizing 
the select committee for consideration of the state of 
|the law respecting the ascertaining of the result of 
electtons for President and Vice President, to consider 
and report also upon the best manner of electing those 
officers, and the duration of their terms. The resolu- 
tion of Matthews, of Ohio, respecting the payment of 
U.S. bonds in silver, was discussed on several days, 
but not disposed of. The deficiency appropriation bill 
as reported from a conference committee, has passed 
both Houses; as have also the Paris Exposition bill, 
and one providing for the burial in the Naval Ceme- 
| tery at Annapolis of the bodies of those lost on the 
| Huron. 





stitutions Sustained by the people in the elections of} The House spent considerable time in the discussion 


| 


Tenth month; and that having once appealed to the | of a contested election for Representative from Colo 
country by a dissolution of the Chamber, he conforms | rado, and finally, on the 13th, admitted Patterson, the 
himself to the reply. He says, that the Constitution, | Democratic claimant. Both Houses adjourned on the 


while making him irresponsible, fixed responsibility on | 15th, to the 1oth prox. 


